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President’s Report
#JoinTheFlight
In 2017 the Falcons saw numbers soar at AH Capp and Robinson Reserves. We had to cut off
registrations for our 17 teams and 301 players strong Junior Soccer program, and source an
additional ground in order to fixture all the teams comfortably. Our Junior Soccer program
remains the second largest in Victoria, with no signs of slowing down.
Junior soccer superstars! At the time of writing, the Matilda's are playing China and the Falcons
were asked to be involved by the FFV to represent girls’ junior soccer! 72 falcons are involved –
as mascots, holding banners, as well as 30 falcons who are playing at half time.

Junior soccer and mini-roos program

Our Junior AFL program continued to grow with new U14 and U10’s teams joining our Auskick
program.
Over summer we watched on as 16 of our Falcons represented clubs in the inaugural AFLW
season. It was hugely successful, and so it came as no surprise that pre-season attendance
skyrocketed, and Senior AFL grew to include a third senior team, joining our VFL and Division 1
teams. Past player and President, Julia Chiera stepped up to the task of Coach of our inaugural
Division 2 team.
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New senior team, Division 2
With the Victorian Women’s Football League (VWFL) league ceasing operations in 2016 to focus
their energy on running VFL, this meant that all Division 1 & 2, Youth girls and Junior football
teams were managed through Northern Football League (NFL) in more local competitions.
With so many AFLW players signing on for the VFL Swisse season, the VFL competition was truly
that. Very competitive. The start of the season saw many Falcons resting injuries after a tough
AFLW season and some challenging matches. Despite the shaky start, the Falcons finished on
top of the ladder and took out the first ever VFL women’s grand final premiership played at
Etihad Stadium, and our fifth consecutive flag. The second time we have achieved a 5-peat in
our 27 year history.
However, as the popularity of women’s sport grows and the professionalism of the VFL program
continues so do the challenges for a community club to run such an elite program. We have
seen the exit of 3 women’s foundation clubs in 2017, with only Melbourne Uni and Darebin
remaining in the VFL competition in 2018. To remain competitive, we need access to funding,
facilities, and great people. Now more than ever, we call on the support of our Falcons family. I
urge you to stick with us in 2018 as we continue to fly into the future.
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Pride and Inclusion
The VFL team were invited to participate in a Pride and Inclusion round against Melbourne Uni
in Hamilton, regional Victoria. The teams donned rainbow jerseys designed especially for the
event, which was organised and funded by Gay That’s Ok and Annie Nolan (Uncanny Annie). It
was a huge success, with crowds making the journey to Hamilton to watch the match, and the
message of inclusion in women’s AFL spreading wide through various media coverage.
City of Darebin made it clear they stand for inclusion by committing to fly the rainbow flag until
Marriage Equality is achieved. They thanked the Darebin Falcons for our continued work within
equality and inclusion. The Council also partnered with Gay That’s Ok to run a Family fun day to
promote inclusiveness and acceptance. The club offered support for the event by hosting the
event at the Falcons nest, AH Capp Reserve.

Pride game in Hamilton, 2017

Falcons support Darebin Family Fun day in
partnership with Gay, That’s Okay
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John Hook of AFL Victoria thanked the club for our continued involvement in promoting
inclusion in the sport. Thanks to Charles Beaton and Annie Nolan for enabling us to
participate in the pride game with such an important message. In women’s sport and
particularly within our club, everyone is welcome.

Falcons President Aleisha Leonard, City of Darebin Mayor Kim Le Cerf, AFLW & VFL player
Ebony Marinoff, and Charles Beaton from Gay That’s Okay
Vice President recognition
Vice President Jasmine Hirst and I attended the City of Darebin Australia day awards in
January where Jasmine was awarded a special commendation award recognising her
volunteer service to the Darebin community which is very much deserved after many years
volunteering time to help women and girls play sport, and pioneering and coordinating our
very successful Junior Soccer program. Jasmine was also made the Darebin Women’s Sports
Club’s newest Life Member in 2017. Congratulations Jasmine!
Sponsor recognition
Our major AFL sponsorship with Meridian Communications continued through 2017, and in
addition we signed on several new sponsors in 2017. Pure Dairy became the first ever Senior
Soccer club sponsor, allowing the teams to cover the costs of purchasing new playing
uniforms.
In 2017 there were 23 senior AFL players who had player sponsors, across three tiers - Gold,
Silver, Bronze.
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New kit thanks to first ever Senior Soccer sponsor Pure Dairy
Inaugural AFL Junior girls’ programs
After a successful launch of Auskick in 2016, the committee was determined to start up a
Junior girls’ squad. After running some come & try days we had nearly enough players and
with a little more recruiting we had our first ever junior sides, an U14’s and U10’s team!
Thanks Marti and all the Auskick coaches for their work with our fantastic group this year.
Thanks to coaches Tony and Troy, team managers and other volunteers, and all those
involved in helping to get these junior sides up and running.

Auskick 2017

U10’s team
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U14’s team
Coaching achievements
We couldn’t be prouder of all our fantastic coaches, and in 2017, three of our AFL coaching
staff were nominated for a Northern Football coach of the year award. Having already won
the female coach of the year for Northern Region in 2016, Elise Casamento backed it up
with another nomination for Youth Girls, Marti Fooks was nominated for Auskick, and Jane
Lange for VFL.
Marti won the award for Auskick coach of the year. Jane took out the Northern Region
Female Coach of the year, and at the VIC State awards also won Female Coach of the year!

Nominated Coaches Marti, Jane, Elise, presented by Jess Dal Pos current Falcon & previous
winner
Social events
In 2017 we kicked off the year with a VFL jumper presentation with Falcons fan Sam Lane as
MC. It was a great day, with all Junior and Senior teams playing at home on the day to a big
crowd of supporters!
During the season we partnered with Ladder to run a fundraising event, our first ever ipod
shuffle party which was a huge success.
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Another great day to remember was our farewell to AH Capp in August. With the
competition becoming increasingly professional in 2017, changes to the program required
clubs to play majority of home games at a full size ground. With these changes in mind, we
honoured our roots and played our last ever VFL game at AH Capp Reserve against VU St
Albans, two of the foundation Women’s Clubs. The event saw a huge turnout of past and
present Falcons to see the VFL Falcons run onto AH Capp to play one last time.

Sam Lane presents VFL Playing Jumpers with Coach Jane Lange

Last ever VFL match at AH Capp Reserve
New balls
A new size 4 female AFL ball was launched in 2017. To ensure we had the right size ball in all
our players’ hands, we called on our supporters to help fund a flock of new balls for our
girls. Thanks to all who contributed, and to the Northcote Lions club for closing out the
campaign with their generous $1800 donation.
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Sponsors
Thank-you to all our wonderful sponsors, particularly Meridian Communications our major
AFL sponsor 2014-2017. With this financial support, sponsors enable us to subsidise playing
fees to keep them as low as possible, provide senior players with a jumper and warm up top
at no cost, buy new equipment, put coaches and volunteers through courses, and help to
keep improving our club in many other ways.
Please check out all our sponsors at the back of this report.
Volunteers
Thanks to all the club and team volunteers this year – we wouldn’t have teams on the
ground without you there every week!
- Coaches, assistants and strength & conditioning coaches
- Team managers
- Time keepers & scorekeepers
- Goal and boundary umpires
- Canteen and BBQ helpers
- Water runners
- Dinner cookers
- Parents, friends and all our fans!
Committee 2017
A personal thanks to our outgoing committee for all your hard work this year. Without your
tireless work behind the scenes we simply wouldn’t achieve all that we have this year, and
the last 27 years as a proud female multisport club.
It has been an honour and a privilege to have been Club President the past two years. I’m
confident the next President and committee will bring fresh vision and guidance to continue
leading our proud club into the future.

11

Committee 2017
Thanks to everyone who plays, volunteers, or who is involved in our club in another way. It
is really our people and community who create the culture that makes this club such a great
place to be.
Looking forward to seeing our great club achieve new heights in 2018 and beyond.
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Treasurer’s report
In 2017, we have witnessed the rise and rise of women’s sport, and proudly as a club, the
Darebin Falcons have been at the forefront. On-field, in the media and within our
communities’ women’s sport is more accessible than ever before.
Behind the scenes, the landscape for women’s sport continues to change and as a club our
financial sustainability becomes crucial.
Every financial decision made by the committee must be well thought out and with an eye
to the future. We must ensure we ride the wave of success, plan for the future and
capitalise on the positivity surrounding women’s sport.
This year our club was overwhelmed with the support from businesses wanting to align their
brand with our great club. We had more players than ever before receive personal
sponsorships, senior soccer and football teams provided with warm up tops along with our
VFL Women’s grand final broadcast live, free to air, with over 116 thousand viewers.
The club currently holds a strong financial position, but like everything there is always room
for growth and improvement. With sound leadership and continual hard work, we will see
the Darebin Falcons continue to thrive both on and off the field.
Thanks to all, GO FALCONS!!
Aasta O’Connor
Treasurer
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2016 FINANCIAL REPORTING
Darebin Women's Sports Club

For the Twelve Months Ending October 31, 2017
2016 / 2017
Description / Category

Notes

Budget

REVENUE
SPONSORSHIP & GRANTS

$25,000

AFL PROGRAM

$45,550

Player Fees

SOCCER PROGRAM

$55,980

Player Fees

SUNDRY INCOME

$32,998

Club Fundraising - Bar & Canteen

REVENUE

$159,528.25

EXPENDITURE

AFL PROGRAM

$77,851

SOCCER PROGRAM

$40,334

FACILITY MANAGEMENT

$11,450

Rent and overheads

GENERAL EXPENSES

$50,102

Club stock, merchandise and incidentals

EXPENDITURE

$179,736.52

NET INCOME (LOSS)

-$20,208.27

Balance as @ 31.10.16

$22,778.18

Funds to receive (Meridian Sponsorship)

$8,000
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AFL – Senior
2017 was a year of incredible growth for our senior AFL programs. With the creation of the
AFLW, the first professionalised competition for female footballers, Darebin for the first
time had a VFL side, Division 1 and Division 2 side. Head Coach Jane Lange fresh off retiring
her playing jumper returned for her second season. Grant Hammond again led the Division
one side and the newest senior side was valiantly headed by Julia Chiera. James McConnell
also returned for his second season heading up the strength and conditioning program, with
help from Jesse Miller and Luke Menadue.
The 2017 season began seasonally later compared to previous years to allow those players
that were involved in the inaugural AFLW season adequate time to rest. This brought both
challenges and opportunities as our side battled through the season to once again finish on
top of the VFL standings with a 12-2 record showing more resilience than ever before. After
losing the qualifying final to the Diamond Creek Creekers, they fought through a tough St
Kilda Sharks prevailing by a slender 5 points in the preliminary final to qualify for the Grand
Final to be played on Etihad Stadium, and for the first time in VFL history, the game was to
be televised on Channel 7. The team walked off the ground that day with its 5 th straight flag
in a row with a narrow 7 point victory. Karen Paxman took out the best on ground
performance for the match.

VFL Grand Final: Sunday 24th September, 12pm Etihad Stadium
Darebin Falcons: 5.5 (35)
Diamond Creek Creekers: 4.4 (28)
Goal Kickers: K. Brennan 2, D. Pearce, M.McDonald, E. Marinoff
Best Players: D. Pearce, K. Paxman, E. Birch, K. Brennan, E. O’Dea, L. Pearce
Our two reserves sides entered another big preseason effort and with the plethora of new
players there were plenty of triumphs.
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The Division one side was bolstered by a strong influx of new talent to the club and a
returning group of core players from last year’s grand final side. Grant Hammond worked
tirelessly with a new dynamic again having to manage his side along the senior side of 40
VFL girls. They finished the season 7-7, and by defeating the best side in the competition,
the Bendigo Thunder who eventually won the Division 1 flag showing signs of big things for
2018.

The Division 2 side was the feel good story of the year. Led by club legend Julia Chiera the
group came together during preseason full of excitement and a little trepidation as for most
of the girls it was their first experience playing AFL. They flew into the season starting 5-0,
splitting the games evenly for the remaining part of the season the girls made it through to
two elimination finals but were eventually defeated by West Preston-Lakeside by 5 points in
what was almost a thrilling finish.

Cherelle Byrne
Senior AFL Administrator
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AFL - Youth and Junior Girls
Auskick
Some of our fantastic Auskick crew from 2016 was back, with many more girls joining them,
and Marti Fooks took over the Auskick Coordinator role. Marti recruited and trained up a
crew of great coaches, a mix of parents and players who helped run the sessions each week.
She encouraged parents to get involved and help learn the skills alongside their daughters.
The girls progressed well each week and had some mini Auskick games! We hope that many
of the girls will return in 2018, and some may move up to join the U10's team to continue
through their Falcons AFL pathway.
For her awesome work coordinating the program, Marti won the Northern Region Auskick
coach of the year award in 2017!
On the back of the successful Auskick program coordinated by Lauren Arnell in 2016, the
club ran some come and try sessions and managed to get enough interest to start up our
first junior sides, U10's AND U14's teams.
U10's
The U10's competition was brand new to the Northern Football league, so no-one really
knew what to expect! At first there were only 3 teams in the comp so we played a round
robin so that each week every team had a chance to play both other teams for 20mins each.
It was a great was to be inclusive. A few weeks in, Northcote joined the competition, a club
that has fielded a boys junior football team and a girls Auskick group for many years. They
were very competitive and it drove our girls to improve their skills. Tony as head coach and
Patrick as assistant did a fantastic job managing the group of girls aged 7-10 years. The team
grew from 6 at the start to a whopping 20 girls! The competition was focused on skill
acquisition and team work, with lots of fun, and our Falcons certainly had a lot of fun in
their first ever year at the club!
Auskick and U10's held a graduation dinner together to celebrate a fantastic year, and
strengthen the connection between their groups.
U14's
The girls U14's team joined a competition that had been with the Northern Football League
for several years. As a new side it was challenging to recruit numbers and take all the
necessary steps to get ready for competition but at round 1 we just had enough numbers.
Troy Thompson the U14's coach did a great job throughout the year, arming with the girls
with the confidence, skills and fitness they needed, and many more players joined the flock.
There were some fantastic matches, and as the season progressed the team came away
with a couple of great wins!
Troy was instrumental in setting up a mentoring program between the U14's and Senior
Falcons players. It was a great success, helping form meaningful partnerships between
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players at the club. Thanks Troy and all U14's parents for their hard work in 2017! The U14's
celebrated their year with the U18's youth girls. We hope that many U14's will return for
2018, and some move up to play in the U18's group!
Elise Casamento was back in 2017 to coach her U18 Youth Girls for a 3rd year. The squad
started off the bat with full numbers at training, we could tell that AFLW certainly had an
impact and the youth girls were keen to get into footy again! The season was challenging,
with a fixture that saw the defending champions to play the top teams several times. The
team forged a relationship with some players from the Northern Territory, who played a few
games in order to be exposed to the competition in Victoria and enjoy some training with
the Falcons, before returning to their local competition over summer.
The Youth Girls ended the year as runner up premiers, with the squad making it to their 8th
consecutive grand final! Coach Elise was nominated for the Northern Region female coach
of the year award again in 2017, after taking out the award in 2016. Thanks to Elise and all
the U18's assistant coaches, parents and volunteers who helped with the Youth Girls in
2017.
In 2018 we are exploring an U12's and U16's teams to join our ranks. Stay tuned on social
media for the latest news, but if you would like to register your interest for one of these
teams, please contact info@falcons.org.au
Aleisha Leonard
AFL Youth Girls Administrator
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Senior Soccer
In 2017 the Falcons entered two teams in division three and four. We didn’t have a lot of
players return but we had an influx of players from other clubs as well as new players to the
sport who had heard about the Falcons and wanted to be part of the club. We had our
registration reach capacity, and as a result had to turn back a few players.
Our preseason began at the end of January with fantastic attendance rates. We had three
friendly games against other clubs and we focused on fitness and bonding as the team as
the majority of the players were new to the club.
This year we also introduced four junior Falcon players to the senior team. This proved to be
a very successful move, as they became an integral part of the team and created a pathway
for future junior players to transition into the senior Falcons team.
This year also saw soccer sponsorship for the first time and as a result we were able to
purchase new kits and merchandise for the players as part of their registration.
This season there were large attendance rates at training each session. This was due to a
combination of player’s enjoyment of the training sessions and favourable ground
conditions due to good weather. This was also a reflection of the strong commitment each
player had for the Falcons and great coaching staff.
Division three had a very strong doing this year even though it did not reflect on the ladder.
The team put together a great effort and where competitive throughout the season. This
was also evident by the commitment each player bought to the game each week.
Division four was mainly made up of players who had never played before. Even though
they didn’t win a game this year they were still 100% committed to training and playing the
game. They struggled a little bit with sometimes not having a coach on game day or to focus
on them at training, but they kept in high spirits and played hard every game.
Next year we are looking forward to building on the teams we already have as well as
working more with the juniors during their transition.
Rima Mazloum
Senior Soccer Administrator
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Junior Soccer
2017 was another highly successful year for the junior
soccer program. We finished the season with 301
registered players. In 2017 we fielded 17 Teams (up
from 16 in 2016) and a large Miniroos Clinic.
Recruitment & Retention
We conducted a Girls Come and Try Days prior to the
season on 27 November 2016 and a Registration/Come
and Try Day on 12 February 2017 (in conjunction with
AFL). There were around 90 participants both current
and new players at each of these events. Due our high
retention rate from 2016 we only had a few spots
available in some teams and had to turn players away.
FFV 2017 Season
Training for all teams began in late February.
Competition started 23rd April and finished September 10th. The 17 Junior Soccer Teams
consisted of four Under 9s, three Under 10s, four Under 11s, three Under 12s, two Under
14s and one Under 16.
There were a variety of results across the leagues but in general most teams were
competitive in their various leagues. We had two Under 12 teams finish in the top four.
For the first time since the 2017 season, we had 4 players from the junior program
(including 2 who had been involved since its first year) make the move from the junior to
senior teams, completing the pathway from 4 year olds to adults.
Team
U9 White
U9 Blue
U9 Purple
U9 Red
U10 Red
U10 Purple
U10 White
U11 Blue
U11 White
U11 Red
U11 Purple
U12 Kangaroos

Coach/es
Julian Delahunt
Brendan O'Donoghue
Nik Filips
Sonia Orchard
Damien Hoban
Leigh Haselgrove
Bence Paul
Davide Codini
Mereki Nieman
Michael Calyvopoulos
Dave Curwood
John Ormandy
Dan Barron
Libby Chow
Phil Catton
Michael Vampatella
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Team Manager
Simon Perotta
Sylwia Przybyla
Tania Colosimo
Janine Hall
Kylie Chong
Anna Dibble
Sophie Tayton
Meredith Bowland
Clare Phillips
Eamon Gallagher
Jason Cormier
Sue Curwood

U12 White

U12 Red
U14
U14
U16

Dave Park
Martin Pradel
Matt Kehle
Harry Gasimis
Enzo Zocco
Emmanuel Natalizio
Sarah Cornall
Dave Nolan
Conor Flanagan

Wael Atwa

Sven Denton
Michael Pummell
Georgina Natalizio
Lisa Warren
Jayne Crowley

Individual Award Winners
Individual awards are made to players in teams Under 12 and above. The awards for the
2017 season were as follows:
Under 12
Kangaroos
Best and Fairest
Coaches Award
Players' Player
Most Improved

Brigid Byrne
Imogen Vampatella
Tessa Sciulli
Amelie Curwood

Under 12 Joeys Red
Best and fairest
Coaches Award
Most Improved
Players' player
Under 12 Joeys
White
Best and Fairest
Players' Player
Most Improved
Coaches Award

Under 14 Red
Best and Fairest
Coaches Award
Players' Player
Most Improved

Kalysta Garraway
Zoe Zocco
Christina Poupounaki
Melissa Natalizio

Under 14 Blue
Sophia Twigg
Natalie Zocco
Charlotte Pummell
Rainer Morrey

Amelie Brown
Olivia Pes
Sophie Kehle
Emily Boyle

Most Improved
Coaches Award

Natalie HumphreysGrey
Isabelle Bolt
Gardener
Mariana Bila
Helen Xue

Under 16s
Best and Fairest
Coaches Award
Players' Player
Most Improved

Sarah Coffey
Ajay Johnson
Pema Hayman
Kathleen Carr

Best and Fairest
Players' Player
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Referees
The Small Sided Football Games require
the home club to supply a referee and
throughout the season there were a
number of volunteers for each team. We
thank them all for their assistance.
Skill Acquisition Program
At the halfway mark of the season we
joined the FFV’s Skill Acquisition
Program. This involved creating
additional training sessions for our 10-12
year olds to take advantage of this phase of growth and development where the players are
most receptive to developing the core skills of first touch, running with the ball, striking the
ball and 1 v 1.
The Under 12 Kangaroos team applied the SAP sessions throughout their regular training
sessions. 35 additional players applied for the program and we ran two sessions, one on
Wednesdays (mostly Under 11s) and one on Fridays (mostly Under 10s) where the players
had an opportunity for skill development with a mixed group, outside their normal team.
While we were only involved for half the season, this model seemed to work well and we
will be working on what it may look like to run it in 2018.
Post Season Heritage Youth Cup
Two teams (Under 11 and Under 9) competed in the month-long, post-season Heritage
Youth Cup, hosted by Moreland Zebras. Both teams performed well and the Under 11 team
made the semi-finals losing to the eventual victors.
Canteen and Fundraising
Again it was a huge year for fundraising at junior soccer with over $10,000 raised directly
though the canteen and other specific fundraising activities.
We ran a screening of “Embrace” a film about body image which both raised funds ($500
direct and over $200 in raffle tickets) and highlighted the societal emphasis on body image
for women and girls to parents and players. It was both a successful fundraising and
community building event and we will aim to do more like this in the future. Thanks to our
junior committee member Mereki Neiman for coordinating the event.
Once again much of our fundraising success is down to the fundraising coordinator Maria
Caruso who organised all our volunteer parents to run a BBQ every week and a canteen as
well as several raffles throughout the year. Thank you Maria!
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Sunday Clinics
The Clinics for U5’s, U7’s and U9’s began on April
23rd. The clinics consist of a one hour session each
Sunday during school terms.
On August 20th we held a Gala Day at our home
ground for these players. We invited clubs from the
surrounding areas and had attendees from
Boroondara Eagles and Eltham.
Sunday Clinic Coaches
Dan Miles
Matt Courtney
Trent McCarthy
Emma Sampson

Ray Marsh
Robyn Hatley
Chris Shurman
Rosie Thyer

A huge thank you goes to our Sunday Clinic
Coaches who made the event so much fun for all
the kids. This year we had some older players
assisting, particularly with our littlest group (the
Strawberries) and we hope to be able to continue that in future years and provide a
pathway into coaching for our players.
Additional activities that junior soccer players had the opportunity to take part in included:
• Goalkeeper Clinic for all age groups on 1st
April.
• Mother’s Day included mothers,
grandmothers, aunties and carers in the
activities of the junior soccer clinic.
• Player visits from A League Club Melbourne
City on June 27th. Dean and Daniel visited the
club and signed autographs and joined in
training sessions for our Under 10 and 11
teams.
• Coaches and some players from teams Under 14 and up attended the FIFA 11+ workshop
hosted at the clubrooms and facilitated by the FFV. The workshop provided an injury
prevention exercise program for girls which teams have rolled out in their training and
game day warm up.
• 10 Darebin Falcons Players attended a training session with Patrick Kisnorbo at
Melbourne City on July 6th when he was announced as the new coach of the Melbourne
City W League team.
• 13 Mini Roos Players were invited to attend the media event on September 20 th at
Parliament House to announce the Matildas would be playing China in Melbourne on
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November 22nd. Darebin Falcons Players met the Minister for Sport and Lisa De Vanna
and featured on several news stations.
• On August 27th, 3 teams (Under 8, Under 9 and Under 10) took part in the largest
Miniroos Girls Tournament in Australia in Brighton. It was the second time this event had
been run and it is now something to look forward to on the soccer calendar.
• Presentation Day on September 17th where all the juniors were presented with a medal
and certificate or a team photo poster. Posters were designed and printed free of charge
to the club by Sense Advertising & Impact Printing and we thank them both very much
for their donations.
Soccer for Soccer Mums
With the aim of engaging more mums in
soccer coaching, refereeing and just
general involvement as well as providing
some fun fitness, we ran 4 sessions for
‘Soccer Mums’ who learned some skills,
played some games and generally
enjoyed themselves. 13 participants took
part and we will look to continue and
grow that in 2018.
Junior Sub Committee
The Junior Soccer sub-committees
worked hard all year to make sure that all the events and the program ran so successfully. A
big thank you goes to all the following people for their hard work and help throughout the
year:
Junior Committee
Maria Caruso
Marina Colbasso
Tim Pyers
Kirsty Althorp
Jasmine Hirst
Zoe Ellis
Mereki Nieman
The Coaching Committee coordinated coaching appointments, team allocations and dealt
with many other coaching related issues.
Coaching Committee
David Codini (Club Coaching Coordinator)
David Nolan
Michael Vampatella
Jasmine Hirst

24

Grounds and Facilities
The Junior Soccer program was at capacity this year for the training space we had available.
We were able to play some games at L E Cotchin Reserve at the home of Thornbury Athletic
FC which relieved the strain on the ground on game days. Thornbury Athletic were
wonderful hosts and we thank them very much for their assistance. We hope that this is a
partnership we can continue to the mutual benefit of the two clubs.
We will, however, need to consider further options for training space if the program is to
continue to grow.
Robinsons Reserve Pavillion Redevelopment
During the 2017 season we signed off on the plan for the upgraded Robinson Reserve
Pavillion which will be completed with $1m of Council and State Government Funding.
Works began on the Pavillion in November 2017. The new facility will include 4
changerooms, a medical room, referees room, social room, inside toilets a canteen servery
and a new kitchen as well as storage and more. It will make such a difference to have this
new facility and we are very much looking forward to moving in towards the end of the
2018 season. We that the State Government and the Darebin Council for their investment in
this facility which will benefit the women and girls of Darebin.
2017 has been another great year and none of this would be possible without the support of
all the volunteers. Our amazing coaches, team managers, referees, lines people and many
others willing to volunteer for the many jobs that are required to run a junior soccer
program of this size. It’s such a privilege to be part of a wonderful and supportive
community like this and watch the players enjoy themselves, make new friends, get sweaty
and muddy and develop their skills so much over the course of the year. A huge thank you
to all the parents who bring them along in the cold and the rain and provide them with such
positive and unwavering support.
Jasmine Hirst
Junior Soccer Coordinator & Vice President
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Eight-ball
The 8-ball competition has been going well! In 2016 the Falcons were singles champions,
and 2017 doubles runners up.
Helen Nugent 'H' was singles aggregate and overall comp aggregate. Karen 'Guv' Winter and
Cathy Pizzey were doubles aggregate.
We are currently playing a singles comp and 3 matches clear of the top of the ladder. The
team is always looking for new players to get involved in social and competitive 8-ball. No
experience necessary!

Sal Rees
Eight-Ball Administrator

26

Grants and Sponsorship
Please check out the list at the back of this report of all our sponsors, partners and
supporters who have assisted us so generously in 2017 – and please support them in return.
I wrote in last year’s report that history tells us that 2017 will be bigger and better…and I’m
pleased to say history was right.
Sponsorship highlights
• We introduced 3 tiers of sponsorship – gold, silver and bronze – and a whopping 23
players were sponsored (up from 9 in 2016). Thanks to all the players who found
their own sponsors, and especially to Louise at Pallino Bar who again brought others
sponsors on board.
• Thanks to Pure Dairy for rising to the challenge of Gold Senior Soccer Sponsor, our
first ever soccer sponsor.
Grants
• A big thank you to VicHealth Active Club Grants Program for awarding us $3000 to
equip our Auskick program.
• Thanks also to the Australian Sports Foundation who gave us 5 soccer balls as part of
the Giving4Grassroots™ Balls4All Program.
Fund Raising
• Instead of ‘Sandra’s raffle’, Sandra coordinated the distribution and collection of
Toyota Good 4 Footy Raffle tickets making the club a lazy $2500. Thanks as ever
Sandra!
• And who could forget Julia and Alison’s GoFundMe Campaign which raised $8800 for
new balls.
Altruism Fund
• Thanks to Chris Scott for donating $1000 to our Altruism Fund which helps the club
to support players experiencing financial hardship, players representing their State
or Country, as well as supporting the community via donations to charitable
organisations.
Future
While we continue to receive greater amounts of sponsorship each year, the financial
demands on us as a club also continue to increase – meaning there is no time to rest. Please
keep raving about the falcons and we can continue to provide great opportunities for girls
and women to play sport at all levels and ages.
Go Falcons!
Harriet Radermacher
Grants and Sponsorship Coordinator
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Media Report
It has been yet another huge year for the Falcons from a media standpoint. As a result of AFLW, the
media attention around our VFL team was unprecedented this season.
Our social media presence increased dramatically with engagement levels peaking on VFL Women’s
Grand Final Day. Our followers have steadily increased throughout the year and we now have 2350,
1900 and 1440 followers on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter respectively.
Media requests for our VFL players also increased this year and we saw them on our screens, on our
radios and in major newspapers throughout the year. This of course culminated on an historic Grand
Final day with the Seven Network broadcasting the game live throughout Victoria. The TV viewing
audience of 106,000 witnessed us claim our 10th Premiership.

In other notable media appearances, a group of our Junior Soccer girls were on hand for the official
announcement of the Matildas’ international matches against China. They were joined by none
other than Matildas striker Lisa De Vanna and the Victorian Mininster for Sport, the Hon. John Eren
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One media project still in the pipeline is a major upgrade and overhaul of our club website. The
upgrade is to ensure the website has up to date information and increased functionality that is in
line with a modern sports organisation. The aim is to get this project underway during the off-season
in time for a huge 2018.
Finally, a huge thank-you to all players, staff, volunteers, friends and family for making 2017 such a
successful year. Every time you like or share a social media post or read an article you are
contributing to the growth of the Darebin Falcons brand in the wider community.
Here’s to an even bigger 2018!
#JoinTheFlight

Alison Smirnoff
Media and Communications
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2017 Award Winners
LIFE MEMBER
Jasmine Hirst
CLUB PERSON OF THE YEAR
Elise Casamento

SENIOR SOCCER
Soccer Division 4:
B&F - Michelle Cook
B&F Runner up - Lisa Fuller
Players Player - Brenda Lang
Coaches award - Jennie McKenzie
Most improved - Laiza Coelho
Best first year player - Emma McIntyre
Soccer Division 3:
B&F - Tilly Hansen
B&f - runner up Biannca Lee
Players Player - Angela Mackie
Coaches award - Alana Humphreys-Grey
Most improved - Rima Mazloum
Best first year player - Sophia Suppin
Milestone 15 year player - Ruth Barton

AFL
AFL Division 2:
B&F - Taryn Escreet
B&F Runner up - Kristin Stensholt
Most improved - Lucy Higgins
Coaches award - Clare Sullivan
Goal kicker - Taryn Escreet
Players player - Laura O'Malley
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Division 1:
B&F - Tamara Olcorn
B&F Runner up - Shannon Egan
Most improved - Rachel Hibbert
Coaches award - Simone Nalder
Players player - Rachel Hibbert
AFL VFL:
B&F: Katie Brennan
B&F Runner up: Kaz Paxman
Coaches award: Libby Birch
Goal Kicker: Katie Brennan
Players player: Nicole Callinan
U18's
B&F - Esther Honybun
B&F R/U - Bridgette Hallal
COACHES AWARD - Grace Duffy
MOST IMPROVED - Peppa Poultney
PLAYERS PLAYER - Mercedes Kane
U14s
B&F - Tayissa Tibos
B&F R/U Scarlett Ormandy
COACHES AWARD - Tjala Rowlands
MOST IMPROVED - T-Neil Tibos
PLAYERS PLAYER - Alex Coates
8-BALL
SINGLES AGGREGATE
Helen Nugent
OVERALL COMP AGGREGATE
Helen Nugent
DOUBLES AGGREGATE
Cathy Pizzey & Karen Winter
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JUNIOR SOCCER
Under 12 Kangaroo’s/Wallabies
Best and Fairest

Sophie Carton

Coaches Award

Natalie Humphreys-Grey

Most Improved

Tilda McGowan

Players’ Player

Imogen Vampatella

Under 12 Joey’s
Best and Fairest

Brigid Byrne

Coaches Award

Natalie Zocco

Most Improved

Katerina Poupounaki

Players’ Player

Zoe Foggiato

Under 14-B Team
Best and Fairest

Aphra Nolan

Coaches Award

Sarah Haider Al Timimi

Most Improved

Kathleen Carr

Players’ Player

Pema Hayman

Under 14-C Team
Best and Fairest

Maya Hennessy

Coaches Award

Evie Lockhart

Most Improved

Evie Cowling

Players’ Player

Maya Hennessy

Under 16 Team
Best and Fairest

Katia Jomini

Coaches Award

Alessandra Noal

Most Improved

Saskia Dijk

Players’ Player

Aggie Hansen
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2017 Sponsors and Partners
Proud supporters of the Darebin Women’s Sports Club

# Gold AFL Sponsor

Meridian Communications
# Gold Senior Soccer Sponsor

# Club Sponsor
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# AFL Player Sponsors
GOLD

Meridian Communications
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SILVER

BRONZE
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Marks Henderson
Aircon4u
Health Life Success
Yarraville Club
Entertainment Hamilton
Andrew Arnell
Chris Scott
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# Senior AFL Game Day Sponsors

# Community Partners

# Supporters

• Sportsafe Australia

# Allies

# Raffle and Prize Donors
• Welcome to Thornbury
• Bertocchi
• Chris Scott
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